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Two Car thus ian  H is to r ies ,  The i r  Au tho rs  and  Aud iences

Lav iece  C .  Ward

Two carthusian histor ies,  the f i  rs t ,  Faseículus Tenpom.m, by r ,Jerner
R o l e v i n c k ,  p r i n t e d  i n  c o l o g n e  i n  r 4 7 4 ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d ,  a n  u n p u b l i s h e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,
( s h e l f  m a r k :  e  M u s e o  1 6 0  B o d l e i a n  L i b r a r y )  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 5 1 g ,  w r i t t e n  i n
Nor the rn  Eng land  by  anonymous  Car thus ian ,  a re  examp les  o f  the  c rea t ion  o f
pas to ra l  t ex ts  w i th in  the  0 rde r .  Bo th  tex ts  were  wr i t t en  in  the  t rad i t i on  o f
the  0 rde r  wh ich  recogn ized  tha t ,  , ' F rom ear l y  i n  i t s  h i s to ry ,  t ha t  w i thd rawar
f rom the  tempta t ions  o f  the  wor ld  d id  no t  e l im ina te  the  need  fo r  pas to ra l  ca re
o f  t h o s e  i n  i t s  c o m m u n i t i e s , ' ,  ( G i l l e s p i e  1 6 4 )  o r  e v e n  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  t h e
c l o i s t e r '  T h e s e  t w o  t e x t s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c a r t h u s i a n  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o n c e r n
w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s p i r i t u a l  i t y  a n d  c a t e c h e t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,
bo th  fo r  the  menbers  o f  the  0 rde r  and  those  beyond  i t s  wa ts .

The f i rs t  text ,  Fascíeulus Tenrpotwn, a Lat in h. is tory,  by Rolevinck,  was
used  by  the  Eng l i sh  Car thus ian  au tho r ,  as  he  comp i led  h i s  own  h i s to ry  i n  M idd le
Eng l ' i sh  twen ty - f i ve  years  l a te r .  A  compar i son  o f  the  two  works  revea ls  a
v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s  a b o u t  c a r t h u s i a n  n o t i o n s  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n o
pas to ra l  i ns t ruc t i on  o f  the  la te  f i f t een th  cen tu ry .  such  a  compar i son  i s
espec ia l l y  f ru i t f u l  because ,  wh i le  the  two  wr i te rs  were  work ing  under  the  same
d i r e c t i v e s  a b o u t  l i t e r a r y  c o m p o s i t j o n  j n  t h e i r  0 r d e r ,  t h e i r  t e x t s  i l l u s t r a t e
w ide ly  d i f f e r i ng  in ten ts ,  w r i t t en  fo r  d i f f e ren t  aud iences .  Bo th  tex ts  were
concerned  w i th  the  ca re  o f  sou ls ,  a  concern  o f  the  Car thus ians ,  who  exerc i sed
the i r  pas to ra l  du t ies  th rough  the  med ium o f  the  wr i t t en  woro .

werner Rolevinck,  the author of  Faseiculus Tempontn was a member of
char te rhouse  o f  S t .  Ba rba ra  in  i o rogne  f ron  1447  un t i r  he  d ied  o f  p rague  in
1 5 0 2  ( H o l z a p f e l  1 3 ) .  H e  w a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  w o r k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s
h i s t o r y '  s e r m o n s ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  d e v o t i o n a l  w o r k s .  H i s  w o r k  w a s  h i g h t y
regarded  by  h i s  con tempora r ies ,  and  en joyed  a  w ide  c i r cu la t i on  v ia  the  p r in t i ng
p ress  in  the  la te  f i f t een th  and  ea r l y  s i x teen th  cen tu ry .  rhe  Fase ieu lus
Ternpoztan,  f i rs t  pr inted in Cologne by Arno. ld Ther Hoernen, was repr inted over
f i f t y  t imes  in  va r ious  coun t r i es  i n  the  succeed ing  f i f t y  yea rs .  The  name o f
the  ca r thus ian  monk  who  wr i te  the  e  Museo  160  h i s to ry  i s  unknown and  h i s
h ' i s t o r y  i s  s t i t l  u n p u b l i s h e d .  T h e  c o p y  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  d a t e d  r 5 1 8 ,  i s  i n
the Bodleian Library bound in wi th two prays ,  chnist ,s Bunial  and ch?ist ts
Resurt 'eet ion '  two romance f ragments and the beginning of  an Engl ish t ranslat Íon
o f  a  m e d i t a t j o n ,  a l 1  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  s a m e  h a n d .  T h e  a u t h o r  w a s  f r o m  y o r k s h . i r e ,
a member of  e i ther the Mount Grace or  Kingston-on-Hui l  charterhouse.
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0n f i rs t  inspect ion the two works seem qu' i te d i f ferent .  fhe Faseiculus

Ternporwm is wr i t ten in Lat in prose vrhi le the e Museo 160 history is  in t t l iddle

Eng' l ' ish verse.  The àuthor of  the e l ,htseo 160 history had a pr inted copy of

Ro lev inck ' s  h i s to ry  as  he  composed  h i s  own .  He  acknow ledges  h i s  deb t  to

Ro lev inck  abou t  ha l f  way  th rough  h i s  tex t  when  he  wr i tes :

I t  i s  to  be  knowene  tha t  th i s  l as t  hundre th  ye re '  wh ich  I
ca l l  t he  xv (1500)  hundre the ,  i s  no t  comp le te  a f te r  the  boke
ca l l i t  Fasc icu lus  Temporum fo r  tha t  endes  in  the  ye re  o f  ou r
lord (1474) mcccc threscor and fourteyne (e lhtseo 160 f .  92r) .

R o l e v i n c k  h a s  a l s o  u s e d  s o u r c e s ;  h e  c i t e s  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  a u t h o r s  a s s o c i a t e d

w i t h  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d ,  E u s e b i u s ,  A u g u s t i n e , 0 r o s i u s ,  B e d e ,  I s i d o r e '

and  o the rs .  He  i s  more  fo rma l  i n  h i s  acknow ledgments  o f  sou rces  than  the  e

Museo  au tho r .  A t  one  po in t ,  as  he  i s  exp la in ing  wh ich  sources  he  has  fo l l owed

i  n h i  s  chrono' logy ,  he says :

Fu r the r  i n  the  s i x th  age  we  fo l l ow  the  ch rono logy  o f  Mar t i n
and  V incen t  who  p roceed  in  an  abbrev ia ted  way  up  to  the i r
own t ime. Af ter  them fur ther through the years 200 I
fo l l ow  a  remarkab le  book ,  a  ce r ta in  one  w l tose  au tho r  I  do
no t  know who  i s  ex tended  a lmos t  to  h i s  own  t ime .  ( f .  7 r )

He  a l so  c i tes  w i th in  h i s  tex t ,  g i v ing  re fe rences  to  the  va r ious  au tho rs  as  the

h is to ry  un fo lds ;  un l i ke  the  e  Museo  au tho r ,  wh i l e  no t ing  names  in  the  marg in  o f

h i s  m a n u s c l i p t ,  h e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  w o r k  w i t h o u t  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  a p -

pa ra tus  o f  c i t a t i ons .  Th is  va l i a t i on  in  the  method  o f  acknow ledg ing  the

au tho rs  po in ts  ou t  the  d i f f e rence  in  the  aud ience  fo r  whom the  works  were  c rea ted .  ,

Bo th  au lho rs  have  pe rce ' i ved  the  need  fo r  an  access ib le  h i s to ry ,  bu t  fo r

d i f f e ren t  pu rposes .  Ro lev inck  has  c rea ted  h i s  " l i t t l e  bund le  o f  the  th ings  o f

h i s to ry "  i n  the  same t rad i t i on  tha t  goes  back  to  S t .  Augus t ' i ne ,  who  in  h i s  De

Catechizandis Rudíbus, emphasized the need for à naI'r 'atio of history to be

taugh t  to  new conver t s  and  ou t l i ned  a  p lan  fo r  teach ing  a l l  o f  human h is to ry '

f rom Genes is  th rough  the  las t  j udgment  (Hor ra l l  97 ) .  Ro lev inck  a l so  says  in

h ' i  s  pro ' fogue to FascicuLus Ternpoy,un that  he ul r i tes for  " the c ler ics and those

who  have  the  govern ing  o f  the  ecc les ias t i ca l  po l i t y "  because  they  " . . .  need  to

ra i se  up  the ' i r  eyes  to  the  h i s to r ies  o f  th ings  done"  i n  o rde r  " tha t  they  may

lea rn ,  wh i le  en joy ing  good  fo r tune ,  f rom good  examp les  o f  wor thy  men ,  to  pu rsue

wor thy  works  and  in  bad  fo r tune  to  avo id  the  rocks  o f  pe rd i t i on "  ( f .  6v ) .  He

c lea r l y  i n tends  h i s  work  to  be  sen t  ou t  i n to  the  wor ld  fo r  a  l a rge r  aud ience

than  wou ld  be  found  in  the  conven t .

Ro lev inck ' i s  respond ing  as  d id  o the r  wr i te rs  o f  t he  t ime  to  the  genera ' l

d ' i c tum o f  Jean  Gerson  who  commented  tha t  a  s ign i f i can t  pa r t  o f  t he  wr i te r ' s

r o l e  i s  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  i t s  i n s t i t u t ' i o n s  a n d  m ' i n i s t e r s  ( G i l -

l i sp ie  176) .  The  church ,  says  Gerson ,  i s  en r i ched  by  books  and  they  con t r i bu te
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to ' improving the cura animaram, arm the church for  the f ight  against  heresy
and  p rese rve  i t  f rom e r ro r  (G ' i l l i sp ie  176) .  I t  i s  c lea r  f rpm the  comments
tha t  Ro lev inck  makes  in  h i s  p ro logue  tha t  he  has  in tended  h i s  book  fo r  the  edu-
ca t ion  o f  those  who  a re  no t  ab le  to  s tudy  a l l  t he  o r ig ina ' l  sou rces  and  ea r l i e r
h i s t o r i e s '  b u t  s t j l l  n e e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  q o v e r n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d
educa te  the  members  o f  the  fa i th fu l .

Ro lev inck  recogn izes  tha t  he  i s  do ing  a  se rv i ce  to  those  who  canno t  spend
hours  read ing  and  has  made ,  as  he  says ,  "h i s to ry  much  l i ke  a  pa in t i ng ,  embrac . ing
the  who le  image  o f  humank ind  in  a  s ing le  book ,  the re fo re  g i v ' i ng  au thon i t y  to
those  who  have  labored  be fo re  us ,  we  have  en te red  in  ou r  own  l i t t l e  way  sp r ink -
l i n g  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  w h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o . "  ( R o l e v i n c k  f .  7 r ) "  A n d  h e  h a s
a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  h i s t o r i e s  a r e  j u s t  t o o  t i m e
c o n s u m i n g  f o r  b u s y  c l e r i c s .  H e  s a y s :  " B u t  u n l e s s  t h e  v a l u a b l e  b e  s e p a r a t e d
f r o m  t h e  l e s s  v a l u a b l e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  d r o w n  i n  a  h e a d l o n g  r u s h ,  s o  t h e  u s e -
l e s s  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  t h i n g s ,  t h e  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  t r i v ' i a l ,  s u c h  a s  s u p e r s t i t i o n s
fab les  and  in te rm inab le  genea ' l og ies  wh ich  a re  no t  impor tan t  to  the  mat te r  a t
h a n d  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  o f f "  ( R o l e v i n c k  f . 6 v ) .  H e  h a s  p r o d u c e d  i n  a b o u t  n i n e r y -
seven  pages  a  rend i t i on  o f  the  h ' i s to ry  o f  t he  wor ld ,  comp le te  w i th  p i c tu res  and
d ' i a g r a m s .  B u t  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f f  o f  u s e l e s s  t h i n g s ' i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  s e r v i c e
Ro lev inck  has  rendered  h i s  reader .

T h o u g h  h i s  t e x t  i s  i n  L a t i n ,  i t s  v e r n a c u l a r  s y n t a x  a n d  c a t a l o g  l i k e  a r -
r a n g e m e n t ,  w h i l e  d e m a n d i n g  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e
reach  o f  the  pa r ï sh  p r ies t ,  educa ted  lay  pe rson ,  o r  un jve rs i t y  s tuden t .  He
has  a l so  ca re fu l ' l y  cons t ruc ted  a  t ime  l i ne  s ta r t i ng  a t  the  beg inn ' i ng  o f  the
t e x t ,  g i v i n g  a  r u n n i n g  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  i t s  r e v e r s e
coun t ing  back  f rom the  b i r th  o f  ch r i s t .  He  says :  "Moreover  I  have  f i t t ed
toge the r  su f f i c ien t l y  w i th  to i l  t he  l i ne  o f  Assy r ian  and  Roman and  o the rs  f rom
d i v e r s e  h i s t o r i e s . . . . a n d  h a v e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  l e a f ,  c . i r c l e s  w i t h
the proper narne of  the persons for  whatever the t ime, and under and over two
l i nes  o f  wh ich  the  top  one  w i th  i t s  numbers ,  descends  f rom Adarn  to  Chr i s t  . . .
and  the  second  l i ne  wh ich  i s  l ower ,  ascends  in  a  reve rsed  o rde r  f rom the  b i r th

o f  ch r i s t  t o  the  c rea t ion  o f  the  wor ld  tha t  the  ve ry  th ing  m igh t  be  known
e a s i 1 y . . .  b e c a u s e  t h i s  y e a r i s  m o s t  r e v e r e d  b y  u s  a n d  n e e d s  t o  b e  f o u n d  m o s t
q u i c k l y "  ( R o ' l e v i n c k  7 r ) .  S o  h i s  h i s t o r y  i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  a  f o r m  t h a t  a i d s  t h e
reader  w i th  i t s  v i sua l  cues  to  the  pass ing  o f  t ' ime ,  and  i s  an  idea l  tex t  fo r
pas to ra l  use .  I t  was  indeed  mos t  popu la r ,  and  en joyed  the  s ta tus  o f  a  bes t

s e l l e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  p r i n t i n g ,  a n d  w a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  h ' i s t o r y  u n t i l  i t

was replaced by the Nuv,enberg ChronieLe and later  Renaissance histor ies.
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Ihe  e  Museo  160  devo t iona l  h i s to ry ,  so  ca l l ed  because  i t  hasn ' t  even  been

a c c o r d e d  a  t i t l ' e ,  h a s  l a n q u i s h e d  i n  a l m o s t  t o t a l  o b s c u r i t y  s i n c e  i t s  c r e a t i o n . l

I t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  m a n u s c r i p t ,  w h i c h  b e g i n s  v e r y  m u c h  l i k e  a n  e m b l e m  b o o k '

bu t  ends  up  as  a  su r f lmary  o f  h i s to ry .2  I t  appears  tha t  the  au tho r  began ,  as  he

says  in  h i s  b r ie f  p ro logue ,  to  c rea te  an  emb lem book  o f  0 ld  Tes tament  f i gu res '

bu t ,  pe rhaps  as  he  has  rece ived  a  copy  o f  Ro lev inck ' s  h ' i s to ry  somet ime  in  the

process  o f  c rea t ing  the  e rnb lem work ,  he  sw i t ched  to  a  p resen ta t i on  o f  ve rse

h is to ry .

I n  h i s  p r e f a c e  h e  e x p l a i n s  h i s  p l a n :  " N o w  i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  t r e y t e  a r  m a d e

in to  yng l i she  met re  a  p raye re  to  ychon  o f  the  sa id  ho ly  faders ,  pa t r i a rkes ,

p rohe tes ,  (w t  a  p i c to r  o f  t he  sam)  con tenynge  a  pa r t  o f  t he i r  nob i l l  dedes  &

ho ' l y  l yves "  (e  L4useo  160  f .  1 r ) .  Fo r  the  f i r s t  f o r t y - th ree  fo l i os  he  has  even

le f t  t he  to r r  ha l f  o f  t he  paqe  b lank  w i th  a  ru led  o f f  box  fo r  the  p romised

p ic tu res .  However ,  on ly  the  f i r s t  two  pages  have  been  ' i l l us t ra ted .  l l e

p resen ts  h i s  0 ld  Tes tament  f i gu res ,  bu t  by  the  t ime  he  has  reached  l l ew  Tes ta -

m e n t  t i m e s ,  h e  s h i f t s  h i s  m o d e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  f o l i o s '  f o r t y -

fou r  to  one-hundred  and  e ' i gh t ,  h i s  p resen ta t ' i on  i s  ch rono log ica l  ra the r  than

t o p o l o g i c a l .  H e  d i v i d e s  h i s t o r y  i n t o  h u n d r e d  y e a r  p e r i o d s  f o r  1 0 0  A D  t o  1 5 t B '

H i s  f o c u s  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w i d e n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  h e  i n -

c l u d e s  i n  h i s  s e c t i o n .  E v e r y t h ' i n g ' i s  g r i s t  f o r  h i s  m i l l ;  h e  p r e s e n t s  p o p e s '

k i n g s ,  m a r t y r s ,  s a i n t s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s ,  b o t h  t r i v i a l  a n d  g r e a t ,  b a t t l e s '

i nVaS iOnS,  pe rsecUt ionS,  he re t i ca l  mOvementS ,  c rUSadeS,  COmetS ,  r iVe rS  o f

bl  ood ,  "and mi racl  es

Desp i te  th i s  d ' i ve rs i t y  o f  n ra te r ia l ,  t he  genera l  ou t l i ne  fo r  each  cen tu ry

j s  the  same.  The  au tho r  opens  w ' i t h  a  f i ve  to  ten  l i ne  p raye r  to  Jesus ,  then

g ives  a  ve rse  sumr r la ry  o f  t he  t imes  wh ich  may  ex tend  f ron r  f i ve  to  ten  pages '  and '

f i na l l y  c loses  w i th  a  p raye r  to  the  sa in ts  and  popes  o f  the  cen tu ry  fo l l ov led  by

a  l . i s t  o f  t he i r  names .  The  pa t te rn  o f  i n fo rmat ion  tha t  i s  o f fe red  in  the  tex t

g i ves  the  reader  o r  f i s tener  an  access ib le  and  undemand ing  sumnary  o f  h . i s to ry

and  teach ing  the  reader  how to  use  h i s to ry  as  devo t iona l  a id '  Th ' i s  pa t te rn '

l t r , .  t i r s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  p r i n t  o f  t h i s  t e x t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  D o n a l d

Baker,  ;ót rn t - .  l ' lurphy,  ànd Louis '8.  Hal l  n eds.  The Late_l1edíeuaL Rel igíous

eiays of BodLeian usb'ntgAy 13s and. E l,h'Lseo 160, Early English Text Soc'iety'

Ox fo rd :  Ox fo rd  UP,  1982 .
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repea ted  ove r  and  ove r '  t h roughou t  the  tex t  po in ts  as  does  the  in fo rmat ion  in
the  p ro logue  to  the  aud ience  fo r  whom the  h i s to ry  i s  i n tended .

l d h i l e  " . . .  d e t e r m i n i n g  l a y  r e a d e r s h i p  o f  p r i n t e d  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s , , m a y  b e
a  comp lex  and  d i f f i cu l t  t ask  (Dr i ve r  230) ,  de te r rn ' i n ing  the  readersh ip  fo r  a
m a n u s c r i p t  t h a t  e x i s t s  Í n  a  s i n g l e  c o p y  o n 1 y ,  w r i t t e n  b y  a  c l o i s t e r e d  m o n k  i n
the  w i lds  o f  ea r l y  s i x teen th  cen tu ry  Yorksh i re  i s  near l y  imposs ib le .  However ,
the  au tho r  does  g i ve  c lues  w i th in  h i s  tex t .  F i r s t ,  t he  cho ice  o f  the  ve rnacu-
la r  po in ts  to  an  in tended  aud ience .  , , I n  the  upper  houses ,  the  func t ion  o f  the
P r i o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  m o n k s  w a s  o f , , t h e  f i r s t  a n o n g  e q u a l s , , ' b u t  i n
the  lower  houses ,  the  p r io r ' s  func t ion  in  the  exe rc i ses  o f  the  pas to ra l
m in i s t r y  was  more  comparab le  to  tha t  o f  a  p r ies t  i n  a  secu la r  env i ronment
( G i l l i s p i e  1 6 ) .  T h e  l o w e r  h o u s e s  i n  m a n y  m o n a s t e r i e s  c o n s ' i s t e d  o f  v a r i o u s
groups  o f  l ay  b ro the rs  and  domes t i cs  and  were  dependen t  on  the  monks  o f  the
upper  house  to  p rov ide  ca teche t i ca l  and  sp i r i t ua l  gu idance .  As  ea r l y  as  1156
Prjor  Basj l  in  h is consuetudines expresses the need for  books for  instruct ion
and  p r i va te  p raye r  i n  the  ve rnacu la r  fo r  these  members  o f  the  house .  (G i l l i sp ie
1 6 6 ) .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  d i c t u m ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e p e a t e d  i n  1 4 3 2 ,  w a s  t h a t
the  Car thus ian  Order  had  d i rec t  exper ience  o f  ve rnacu la r  i ns t ruc t i on  o f  a
pas to ra l  and  ca teche t i ca l  na tu re  (G ' i l l i sp ie  166) .  And ,  s ince  the  Char te rhouses
o f  l l oun t  Grace  and  K ings ton -on -Hu l l ,  l i ke  o the r  Eng l i sh  Char te rhouses ,  were
c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  t e x t s ,  s p e c i f i c a ï l y  v e r n a c u l a r ,
devo t iona l  w r i t i ngs ,  (Ke ise r  "To  Knawe God  A lmygh tyn"  105) ,  i t  i s  no t  su rp r i s ing
that  the e Museo 160 text  is  of  th is type.

The  au tho r  i n  the  p ro logue  exp la ins  ve ry  spec i f i ca l l y  wha t  the  func t ion  o f
h i s  tex t  i s  fo r  the  reader .  He  ind ica tes  tha t  those  w i th  the  lea rn ing  ano
l e i s u r e  w i l l  b e  a l r e a d y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l  h e  i s  p r e s e n t i n g .  A s  h e
wr i tes ,  "Un to  th i s  i n ten t  tha t  a l y f  t hey  be  we l l  enoughe  knowen  to  tham tha t
r e d e s  t h e  h o o l e  b i b i l l , "  ( f .  1 r ) ,  h e  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  g r o u p  o f  r e a d e r s  w h o  h a v e
t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  s k i l l s  a n d  t i m e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  h i s t o r i e s  o f
ea r l i e r  w r i te rs -  The  au tho r  fu r the r  exp la ins  tha t  he  has  c rea ted  th i s  work  so
that  the deeds of  the patr iarchs,  , 'may be rnor short ' ly  brought to mynd when thay
ar  son  rede  &  comprehend i t  i n  a  shor te  se rmond . . . ' ,  ( f .  l r ) .  And  l i ke  o the r
C a r t h u s i a n  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  w h o  " m a d e  s e r i o u s  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  I t t r e i r ]  s o u r c e  i n
o rde r  to  c rea te  a  work  access ib le  to  a  w ide r  aud ience  than  the  exc lus i ve l y
monas t i c  one"  (Ke ise r ,  De  ce lLa  147) ,  t he  e  Museo  au tho r  has  adap ted  the  pas_
sages f rom the Bible and Rolevinck 's Faseiculus Ternporwn for  h is audience.

He  con t inues  to  exp ]a in  wha t  he  has  in  m ind  fo r  the  reader :  "Ther fo r
th ' i s  t re te  i s  made  in  maner  o f  p raye r  tha t  the  reder  l ese  no  t ym fo r  y f  he  d i s -
pose  hym ye r to . "  Thus  those  in  the  lower  houses  whose  work  was  mos ly  manua l
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l a b o r  ( G i l 1 i s p . i e  1 6 6 ) ,  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  v i t a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f a i t h  w i t h o u t

w a s t i n g  v a l u a b l e  t ' i m e  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t e x t s  b e y o n d  t h e j r  a b i l ' i t j e s  o r  t r a i n i n g '

In  fac t ,  t he  l i s tener  o r  reader  w i l l  rece ive  add i t i ona l  bene f i t s ,  as  the

au tho r  says :  " In  the  red ' i nge  he  sha l l  p ray  devowt l y , ' l e rn  gud  ve r tues :  and

have  a  knaw lege  o f  the  cowrse  o f  ho ly  sc r ip tu re  wh ich  god  g raun t  a t  h i s

p ' l easure "  ( f .  1 r ) .  How g rea t  a  con t ras t  i s  th i s  modes t  c la im to  the  one  tha t

Ro lev inck  makes  fo r  those  who  cou ld  read  h i s  tex t !  Ro lev inck  exp la ins  tha t

the  reader  o f  h i s  h i s to ry ,  by  con temp la t ing  the  th ings  o f  "human indus t ry '

f l y i ng  th rough  these  th ings  and  in f i n i t e  o the r  th ings  by  means  o f  ce r ta in  w ings '

o f  i n te rna l  con temp la t ion ,  no t  on ly  o f  t he  pas t  and  p resen t ,  bu t  o f  t he  fu tu re '

w i l l  m o v e  f r o m  s i m i l a r  t h j n g s  t o  s j m i l a r  t h ' i n g s ,  p r o g r e s s i n g ,  i f  o f  g o o d  w ' i 1 1

conjoined,  f rom a certa in boredom to r ise up to God for  the purpose of  f i rs t

p r a i s i n g  a n d  f i n a l ' l y  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  b e  d i s s o l v e d  a n d  b e  w i t h  C h r i s t  f o r

e t e r n . i t y , '  ( R o l e v i n c k  f  .  6 v ) .  T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n ' l y  a n  e x a l t e d  p r o m i s e ,  b u t  f i t s

i n t o  t h e  C a r t h u s i a n  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  a n y  t e x t ,  w h i c h  w a s  f i n a l l y  t o  m o v e  t h e

reader  to  un ion  w i th  God .  Th is  use  o f  a  tex t  as  a  bas is  fo r  med i ta t i on  and

f ina l l y  con tenp la t i on  was  bas ica l l y  rese rved  fo r  the  monks  who  had  the  t ime  and

t ra i  n ' i ng  to  do  so .

The  two  h . i s to r ies ,  one  La t in  p rose  and  the  second  in  l ' l i dd le  Eng l i sh  ve rse '

i l l us t ra te  the  range  o f  readers  fo r  r r rhom the  Car thus ian  au tho rs  c rea ted  the i r

tex ts .  Undoub ted ly  the  lea rned  and  p ious  Ro ]ev inck  env is ' i oned  h ' i s  readers  as

capab le  o f  t l nde rs tand ing  the  in t r i cac ies  o f  t ' ime ,  h ' i s to ry  and  theo logy '  The

anonymous  Eng f i sh  Car thus ian  who  penned  the  e  In Íuseo  h i s to ry  a imed  h i s  work  a t  a

d i f f e ren t  aud ' i ence  who  wou ld  be  cap tu red  by  the  v i s ion  o f  acqu i r . i ng  a  s innp ' l ' i f i ed

ou t l i ne  o f  h . i s to ry  l i nked  in  near l y  eve ry  l i ne  w i th  p raye r  and  mora l  i ns t ruc t i on .

The  theo log ica ' l  and  scho ' l a r l y  d imens ion  so  p resen t  i n  Ro lev inck ,  i s  subord ina ted

to the devot ional  a ims of  the author of  the e Wseo text .  But  both authors

w e r e  d r i v e n  u l t i m a t e ' l y  b y  t h e  s a m e  d e s i r e s ,  t o  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e i r  v i s i o n  o f  G o d ' s '

p rov iden t ia l  p lan  in  the  f rame o f  human h is to ry  and  exp la in  th i s  v i s ion  in

terms of  i  nte l  I  ectual  ,  moral  ,  spi  r i  tual  devel  opment to ' thei  r  readers.
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LEVINUS AMI, IONIUS: A CARTHUSIAN HUI ' IANIST

JAI,IES HOGG

Lev inus  Ammon i r . l  *u ,  bo rn  a t  Gand  on  3  o r  13  Apr i l  1485 .  He  en te red  the  char -

te rhouse  o f  Bo is -Sa in t - l i l a r t i n  on  18  Augus t  1506 ,  where  he  was  p ro fessed  in  1507"  H ' i s

b r o t h e r  J e a n  a l s o  j o ' i n e d  t h e  C a r t h u s ' i a n s ,  -  a t  L a  C h a p e l l e ,  t h e  h o u s e  t o  w h i c h  t h e i r

fa the r  Jacques ,  who  became an  Augus t in ian  canon  a f te r  h i s  w i fe ' s  dea th ,  dona ted  a

subs tan t ia l  co l l ec t i on  o f  books .  Lev inus  was  appo in ted  p rocu ra to r  a t  Bo is -Sa ' i n t -

M a r t i n  i n  1 5 2 9 .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p r i o r ,  l t í i c h e l  D i e r j c x ,  w h o  w a s  a l s o  p r o -

v i n c i a l  v i s i t o r ,  w e r e  c o r d i a l  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  p r i o r ' s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 5 3 0 .

L e v i n u s  w a s  a l l o w e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i b e r t y  i n  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  h u m a n i s t i c  s t u d i e s ,  t o -

w a r d s  w h i c h  t h e  F l e m i s h  p r i o r  o f  t h e  G r a n d e  C h a r t r e u s e ,  G u i l l a u m e  B i b a u t  o f  T h i e l t  ( 1 5 2 1
-  d .  J u l y  1 5 3 5 ) ,  w a s  a l s o  s y m p a t h e t i c .  A l t h o u g h  L e v i n u s  w a s  o n l y  t a u g h t  L a t i n  a t  s c h o o l

a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r s  i n  l a t e r  l i f e ,  h e  a s s i d u o u s l y  l e a r n t

Greek  in  the  char te rhouse  and  deve loped  a  g rea t  en thus iasm fo r  c lass i ca l  l i t e ra tu re .

H is  ex tan t  l e t te rs ,  o f  wh ich  86  da te  f rom h is  pe r iod  a t  Bo is -Sa jn t - l l a r t i n  i n  the  years

1 5 1 8 - 3 3 ,  r e v e a l  h ' i s  p a s s i o n a t e  p u r s u i t  o f  c l a s s i c a l  l e a r n i n g . I n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  1  J u n e

1521  he  dec la res  tha t  he  in tended  to  t ransc r ibe  the  who le  o f  Homer ' s  ïL íad  and  odysee ,

as  cop ies  were  too  ra re  and  expens ' i ve  to  a l l ow  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  pu rchase .  He  was

grea t l y  a ided  in  h i s  s tud ies  by  Canon  Johannes  de  l , l o lend ino  o f  Doorn ik ,  a  regu la r  co r -

respondent of  Erasmus 1515-34,  who procured for  h in Líbani í  sophístae graeci  decLana-

tiuncuLae aLíquot eaedemque Latínae per Des" Erasrnum Rot., cwn duabus oratíonibus

Lysíae í t iden uersís incez, to interprete,  et  aLí ís nonnuLl ís.  In inc lyta Basi lea,  ex

a e d i b u s  J o .  F r o b .  l 4 e n s e  m a r t i o s  a n n o  I ' I D X X I I ,  -  d  v o l u m e  t h a t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  I s o c r a t e s

on  Peace  and 'Luc i  an ' s  Abd iea tus .  0n  the  marg ' i ns  Lev inus  wro te  h i s  anno ta t ions .  The

vo lume was  un fo r tuna te l y  des t royed  by  f i re  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Louva in  ea r l y  i n  the

presen t  cen tu ry .

In  1520  Lev inus  cop ied  the  fou r  Gospe ls  i n  Greek  fo r  the  char te rhouse  l i b ra ry

and  one  o f  h i s  fou r  t ransc r ip ts  o f  t he  Greek  Psa l te r  " cu rn  can t i c i s "  i s  conserved  a t

the  l i b ra ry  o f  D resden  under  A .  304 .  By  1522  he  seems to  have  so  ove rs t ra ined  h i s

e y e s i g h t  b y  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  s t u d i e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  n e a r l y  b l i n d  j n  t h e  l e f t  e y e

H is  co r respondence ,  conserved  in  MS.  599  o f  the  B ib l i o thèque  pub l i que  de  Besan-

c o n ,  a  v o l u m e  o f  5 6 9  p a g e s  i n  q u a r t o ,  t o  w h i c h  w e r e  a d d e d  6  f o l i o s  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  i n d e x ,

p resen ts  167  le t te rs  i n  Greek  and  La t in ,  addressed  to  90  d i f f e ren t  pe rsons ,  -  p r ies ts ,

members  o f  re l Íg ' i ous  0 rde rs ,  c i v i c  o f f i c ia l s ,  who  l ve re  i n  sone  ! íay  connec ted  w i th  the

spread  o f  human is rn  a t  the  moment  when  p ro tes tan t i sm was  mak ing  in roads  in to  the  Low

C o u n t r i  e s .

The  Co l lège  des  T ro i s  Langues  had  been  founded  a t  Louva in  i n  1518  under  the

1  H is  name appears  i n
Liëuin, Liuín, Liêuen,
Von den Sande.

various forms in the records: vqn der Maude, Vqnder l, laude,
Lae0ínus, LeDinus, Liuinus Anrnonius, de Hanena, de Arena,
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